








Seniors Question Tradition
BY MARY ELWART

This time every year, high school seniors begin preparation for what some
consider to be the high point of a studentts academic life--graduation. Feb.
23, at 8 a. m. , DHS seniors will be measured for caps and gowns.
--According to Principal Leonard Mazur, last year marked the beginning of
dissent on this topic. "We were never aware that students resented wearing
caps ~ndgowns. I never knew those opinions existed until after it was too late."

Several students, some of whom were considered to be in the academic top
of their class, questioned the practice and decided not to conform. As a re
sult, they were barred from participating in commencement activities.

What many of the students resented, and still do, is having to pay (literal
ly) for a tradition which they personally find either objectionable or unde
s irable.

This issue is still alive and a repeatperformance of last year's statement,
barring ungownedstudents from exercises, is expected. Mr.Mazur personally
feels students should be allowed to dress as they choose--wearing caps and
go wn son I y if they wish to. He does believe that proper attire be worn,
such as the dignity of the occasion dictates.

Even though Mr. Mazur feels this way, and has for the pas t eight years, the
rest ot the school board and fellow administrators do not. It is more than
likely he will be pressured from other forces into making a statement sim
ilar to las t year's.

However, for the Class of '71, the controversy takes on a new dimension.
If graduation exercises are considered to be a school activity under which
caps and gowns are mandatory, should they not be supplied to seniors at no
charge under the Michigan Supreme Court ruling.

Perhaps this last concept seeD?~..som~what extreme in its impracticality,
but students having to pay $4. 25'year a,ft.er year seems a bit unreasonable
also.

It would be more feasible for students to invest their money into a fund
which would be used topurchase caps and gowns. They would become school
property like band uniforms.

This wouldprobably take more than this year's graduating class's efforts,
but if this practice had been started along with the tradition, perhaps there
would not be the dissent on this issue that there is today.
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